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OF BIFA COMMITTEE MEMBER AND FRIEND, MARK SHIVAS,
WHO DIED IN OCTOBER THIS YEAR

MARK SHIVAS

HEN VISITING THE BBC Television Centre, the
headquarters where Mark ran 8BC Drama for
years and later started BBC Films, a young girl
was showing him and his partner at Headline
Pictures, Stewart Mackinnon to their meeting.
‘Have you been here before? she asked. Mark
replied with a twinkle in his eye, ‘Oh, I've been a few times’

‘That was typical of Mark, to have no airs and graces. He felt that there
was no reason why this girl should know who he was! recalls Stewart, ‘But
the old security guard did, he would usher him through and ask, “What are
you daing back here Mark?" with genuine respect and affection!

After studying Law at Oxford, Surrey born Mark Shivas began his career
in film criticism. He was assistant editor at Movie magazine and wrote for
The New York Times, He then moved to Granada, where he worked as a
researcher, then director, producer and presenter on a range of film shows,
before entering the BBC in the late '6os.

His list of credits and awards is enough to make your head spin, but a
lock at his collaborators seems the best way to judge his incredible legacy
— Alan Bennett, Anthony Minghella, Stephen Frears, Michael Winterbottom,
Antonia Bird, Mike Newell, Tom Stoppard, Kingsley Amis, Michael Palin,
David Hare and so many, many more worked with Mark and his team.

His meteoric rise at the BBC started in TV Drama in 1969, then he
worked as a freelance producer until he was made head of drama in 1988.
But it was in 1993 that he helped form and became the first head of BBC
Films, where he produced more than 20 films. ‘| worked with him in and out
of the BBC] remarks Ginger Corbett, who did PR on many of his projects
and remembers him fondly, ‘he really was the driving force behind BBC
Films. He had to push hard for that, he really had to fight!

Director Stephen Frears recalls, 'He always had very good taste, the
work reflected the taste. He made films at a time when producers were
able to produce, he was allowed to fill these slots and just get on with it
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Producer Lynda Myles reflects this, ‘With Mark you got involved with
people he relied on to deliver, and he would trust the creative team, One
of his biggest strengths, something that defines a great executive, is that
for him it wasn't about his ego. It was about the work being as good as
it could be! Her comments were echoed by everyone who knew him, ‘He
was never pompous and self-important and he really engaged with every-
one, no matter who they were. He would take time with people, he wasn't
thinking about the next meeting and wasn't the least bit hierarchical!

He sat on many juries over the years and was committed to helping and
supporting young filmmakers, particularly via the Short Film jury at BAFTA,
which gave him much pleasure. Lynda remembers, ‘He loved engaging
with what was going on, for instance taking part in the BIFAs, much more
than a lot of people in the world we inhabit. He really did love it!

Producer Norma Heyman, remembers, 'He was extraordinarily meas-
ured at jury meetings, he was wise and of all my colleagues, it was Mark
I looked to for his response. Passions were roused at a BIFA meeting
recently and | said “We so need Mark. Where is he?” He's missed a lot!

In 2006, Mark joined Headline Pictures with Stewart Mackinnon and
Kevin Hood. Stewart feels, 'He was a decent man and he had no agenda.

He was very eclectic in his interests and very gocd at identifying talent and #

supporting that talent through thick and thin, without being prescriptive!

Few people knew that he was suffering from cancer, so it came as a
shock when he passed away so suddenly in October. But the fact that he
kept his suffering private is, perhaps, not surprising. As Norma recalls, 'He
was s0 modest, you never heard him singing his own praises or telling sto-
ries about people. His sense of privacy was immaculate. He gave people
time, the most precious gift you can give anyone!

His memory lives on in the productions he made, the careers he helped
1o establish, the young he encouraged and the many people he touched
in his life. Not to mention the companies he began, that will continue his
work, The BIFAs salute him for his unwavering support. Y%
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